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 “Why do you seek the living among the dead?”  The angels ask the women at the tomb 

that question.  And the answer is obvious, isn’t it?  They look for Jesus in the tomb because 

they’d seen him killed, dead.  They’d seen him taken down from the cross like a sack of 

potatoes.  They’d seen him bleeding on the ground.  No more preaching from his lips.  No more 

healing flowing from his hands.  The women saw his body hurriedly dumped in a tomb before 

the Sabbath started.  Why did they seek the living among the dead?  Because dead is dead. 

 So they crept to the tomb, in the pre-dawn darkness, to perfume his body.  At least they 

could honor him one, last time.  But they also came to anoint their dead hopes for a better world.  

Especially, these women needed to anoint their dead hopes.  Maybe Jesus’ male disciples hoped 

for a new government and fancy positions in that government, but the women had longed for a 

deeper change – and Jesus had promised them one.   

 When he let them be part of his disciple group and even travel with the men; when he 

taught them along with the men, he had gotten their hopes up for a more equitable world between 

women and men.  He’d made them believe that they were more than society said they were.  

They weren’t just property and servants.  He’d gotten their hopes up, along with the hopes of 

incurably sick people and outcasts and even Gentiles!  He’d told them all that they were free and 

equal, in this new community that he was creating.  But the authorities convicted him in a “legal” 

proceeding. They’d discredited him as Israel’s God-sent Savior by executing him on a tree, 

which the Hebrew Scriptures said made him God-cursed.  The lies of powerful men had 
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triumphed again.  And they were back to doing what women did – anointing bodies.  That’s all 

they were good for. 

 “Why do you seek the living among the dead?”  We understand why those women 

showed up at the tomb, don’t we?  We know what it’s like to have our hopes for a better world 

not only killed dead but discredited.  It seems like a lot of people are anointing dead hopes these 

days.  The rates of drug use and suicide have skyrocketed in recent years, while the number of 

mass murders also continues to climb.  And the “everyday” murders – those occurring daily in 

many cities, including Milwaukee – are so common, they only get a paragraph in the back pages 

of the paper. 

 The audacity of hope has given way to the abyss of fear.  The glorification of greed; the 

incitement of hatred and violence against women, people of color, Muslims and immigrants; the 

destruction of the earth – and the perversion of truth itself – this is where we are.  The release of 

the Mueller Report and the attorney general’s decision to imprison all asylum seekers 

indefinitely remind us of how great the distance between legality and morality can be. Is it any 

wonder that people are either lashing out at their perceived enemies or checking out, temporarily 

or permanently?  Our leaders keep beating the drum of despair, telling us that resistance is futile.  

 Why do we seek the living among the dead?  Oh, sweet Jesus, you know why we do!  

Because everything you stood for – compassion, mercy, justice, a flourishing life for all -- are 

still being crucified.  So we come here, asking whether there’s a path that leads anywhere but the 

tomb.  We ask, already knowing the logical answer to that question.   

 So we also need the angels’ answer to that question.  Along with those women long ago, 

we need to discover that the tombstone has been rolled away.  We need to stand at a loss before 

that empty tomb.  We need those angels to blaze before us, and send us sprawling on the floor in 
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awe.  We need those blazing angels to ask us, “Why do you seek the living among the dead?” 

and then answer, for us, “For Jesus is not here – he has risen!” 

 He is risen!  That answer is still so impossible that we need someone to say it for us:  He 

IS risen!  Jesus should be in the tomb, but he’s not.  The linens that wrapped his body are in the 

tomb, but he’s not.  Jesus is not in the tomb – because he has been raised from the dead by the 

God he served, by the God who loves us.  Jesus is not in the tomb -- because he has been raised 

from the dead by the God who will not let Death and its army triumph forever.  Greed, injustice, 

racism, sexism, gender bias, environmental destruction – all the deadly powers of the human 

heart -- will not rule us forever.  For God has spoken through the raising of Jesus, and the final 

word God has spoken is LIFE.  

 All is not lost – we are not lost -- because Jesus is risen from the dead.  Impossibly, 

unimaginably, he is risen from the grave.  He has been raised into a life not bound by death.  As 

we’ll hear in the stories of his appearances to his disciples in the coming weeks, the risen Jesus is 

not only not bound by death, he’s no longer bound by space or time.  He is not just resuscitated 

into the life he once he had.  He has been made new.   

 He is human, but in a new way.  He is what St. Paul calls the new Adam – a flesh-and-

blood human fully animated by the eternal Spirit of God.  He is now what God intends us to be – 

fully ourselves and fully one with the Creator of the universe.  He is the living guarantee of the 

triumph of God’s loving desire for life for all things.  Life does end, but in the risen Jesus, God 

makes every end a beginning.   

 Physical death will yield to life made new, courtesy of the God who loves us.  This is 

already true for Jesus, but it also will be true for us at the end of time, when we are raised from 

the dead.  Yet at the same time, in Jesus’ resurrection, death already has begun yielding to God’s 
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future of new life.  Every time we hear the good news that he is risen and believe it – then Jesus’ 

triumph over death and the powers that killed him is revealed again.  HIs world of compassion, 

mercy, justice, and life overflowing begins to take hold amidst this one.  Because Jesus is risen, 

his rule is not only assured, it has already begun.  For if death cannot hold him, then death also 

cannot hold back the new life begun in him. 

 No, he hasn’t yet completed the world he guaranteed in rising from the grave.  We still 

wait for his new life to completely triumph, and the wait is hard.  But if Jesus is risen, then the 

critical battle already has been won.  Our worst enemy, has been shown to be a temporary tiger. 

And therefore all the threats of death thrown at us, in order to scare us into submission and 

silence – all those death threats also have been emptied of any ultimate power.  If Jesus is risen, 

then death isn’t the worst thing that can happen to us.  For if he is risen, we are eternally in his 

good hands.  If he is risen, then the future we hope for, is assured – for when we end, we begin 

again, in him. 

 Yes, the challenges we face as his followers are real.  That’s why it’s so easy to think, 

like those eleven disciples, that resurrection is just an idle tale told by silly women.  That’s why 

it’s so easy to see the linen wrappings and, like Peter, be amazed but still skeptical.  Jesus’ rising 

began the new creation that Paul says is assured – but we are still waiting for its final flourishing. 

 So that’s why we gather to hear the good news, again and again.  To encourage our faith, 

God gives us angels to help us remember what Jesus promises his disciples who follow him to 

the end.  We will spend the next seven weeks in worship remembering the reality and power of 

the resurrection, but really we need to rehearse that resurrection reality 24/7, 365.  We need that 

good news of resurrection to fill us constantly – until it takes hold of us, body and soul – until, 
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like those women, we take off running from the tomb and shouting to a disbelieving world, He is 

risen! He is risen!   

 We gather to believe in our bones that he is risen, so that the world, through us, can hear 

that transforming good news.  So that the world can see through us the power that resurrection 

hope gives for living.  So that the world can see through us the change that the risen Lord’s way 

of loving can secure.  We receive the news that he is risen, so that we can pass on that news to a 

despairing world so in need of it.  We receive the angel’s good news, so that when we’re asked, 

“Why aren’t you at the tomb with everyone else?” we can reply, “Because our Lord and Ruler is 

not there.  He has been raised into life made new, just as he promised.” 

 If you came here today, anointing dead hopes for a better world, know that Jesus shares 

your sorrow – for he died at the hands of a crooked world.  But then look inside that tomb.  See -

- Jesus is not there.  For he is risen –risen, to live among us.  He lives here to lift us up in the 

glory of his resurrection life.  He lives here among us to fill us with all faith and hope in 

believing that death and its soldiers will die.  He lives here among us, to give us power to live his 

compassion, his mercy, his justice.  So why do you seek the living among the dead?  Jesus is not 

in the tomb.  Christ is risen!  [He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!] 

   

   


